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Preface 

The Bible and education go back a long way together. 

The Bible itself was formed in a process of handing essential 

stories and truths down across the generations. From New Testament 

times onwards, the spread of the Christian faith went hand in hand 

with educational activity. Prominent Christian thinkers such as 

Augustine, Comenius or Melanchthon contributed to a long and 

substantial tradition of Christian educational reflection, and in doing 

so helped to shape Western education. 

Even today, when secular educational traditions have become 

more dominant in many contexts, Christian faith and education con-

tinue to interact. Apart from the education of adults and children that 

occurs each week in Christian churches, Christian education 

continues to be strongly represented in schools. The way in which it 

is represented differs in different national contexts. In some contexts, 

such as Norway, state education has an overtly Christian basis. In 
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others the school system is more variegated – in the United Kingdom, 

for instance, around a third of state schools identify themselves as 

Christian. In still other places, such as the United States, Christian 

education finds its primary expression in networks of private schools 

and colleges. Moreover, in all of these contexts, interest in Christian 

education is not confined to Christian schools. Many believers who 

work in secular educational institutions also seek to reflect in a Chris- 

tian manner on their work.1 For very many people involved in educa- 

tion at all levels, the idea that education can or should be in some 

sense Christian continues to carry weight. 

This book examines one particular part of what the notion of 

Christian education might mean. It focuses specifically on the ways 

in which the Bible might inform or guide educational reflection and 

practice. This is only a part, not the whole of Christian educational 

enquiry. However, given the central role which the Bible has always 

played in Christian thinking and living, clarifying the roles which the 

Bible might play in relation to education should be of concern to 

Christians teaching in all kinds of educational settings. This book is 

addressed to anyone, whether they teach in a Christian or a secular 

school or college or in another kind of educational setting, who would 

like to gain a broader grasp of how biblical faith can make a difference 

to the work of the teacher. 

Rather than offer an abstract account of how the Bible should 

influence teaching, we have sought to identify the varied ways in 

which it actually has influenced teaching. In the following chapters 

we explore a diverse collection of examples of educational thought 

and practice. The purpose in doing so is to learn about the educational 

import of biblical faith by watching it in action in the thoughts and 

deeds of teachers and educational thinkers. 

Although we discuss a range of particular educational ideas and 

practices, our concern in this book is not to develop or defend some 

particular set of proposals as the best or the only way to educate. Our 

main interest here is in the process which leads to them, in how they 

are arrived at. We are interested in how biblical faith has become 

interwoven with educational reflection, and how it might continue to 

do so. If we liken educational reflection in the light of scripture to 

painting a picture, our concern here is not to paint a single picture, but 

                                                             
1 See e.g. Cooling, 1994; Stronks & Stronks, 1999. 
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rather to ask what kinds of results are likely to be achieved by 

adopting various particular styles and techniques of painting. We 

hope to offer the reader a palette for his or her own use rather than a 

ready-framed work to hang up and admire. 

A number of individuals and organisations have helped to make 

this project possible. The research leading to this book was based at 

The Stapleford Centre in Nottingham, UK, and was partly funded by 

the Bible Society’s Research Grants Committee (formerly the London 

Bible House Research Fund). We are grateful to all our former 

colleagues at The Stapleford Centre and to Dr Martin Robinson and 

the members of the Bible Society Committee for all their support and 

encouragement. Many parts of the material have been incorporated 

into a MA module offered by the Institute of Christian Tertiary 

Education in Sydney, Australia; the work and feedback of the students 

who have taken this module over the last three years have helped us 

to clear up ambiguities and develop our ideas further. Parts of the 

manuscript have been presented at conferences and workshops in the 

UK, Canada and New Zealand, and feedback from participants has 

been useful. Wendy Booydegraaf, Jonathan Owens, Julia Smith, 

Joseph Stubenrauch and Rod Thompson read part or all of the 

manuscript and made valuable suggestions for its improvement. The 

remaining inadequacies remain, of course, our own responsibility. 

David I. Smith and John Shortt 

 

 


