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© Mildred D. Taylor 1976. Extract reproduced by
permission of Penguin Books Ltd.
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permission from The National Committee of Gibran
1951, © all rights reserved.
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Cambridge, Mass.: The Belknap Press of Harvard
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David Higham Associates for Do not go gentle into that good
night by Dylan Thomas in Unit 10, published in 7he Poerms
by Dylan Thomas, J. M. Dent.
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King James Bible), the rights in which are vested in the

Crown, are reproduced by permission of the Crown’s
Patentee, Cambridge University Press. (The extracts used
are Matthew 2:1-16 in Unit 1 and Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 in
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Scripture taken from THE MESSAGE. Copyright © by
Eugene H. Peterson, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996. Used by
permission of NavPress Publishing Group. (The extract
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Scriptures quoted from the Good News Bible published
by The Bible Societies/Hatrper Collins Publishers Ltd.,
UK © American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992,
used with permission. (The extracts used are Luke 22:14-
27 in Unit 5, Matthew 6:24-34 in Unit 7, I Corinthians
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The publishers have made every effort to trace copyright
holders and obtain permission for copyright material. If
any acknowledgement has been omitted, the publishers
would be grateful for notification and corrections will be
made as soon as possible.

Photographs on page 107 in Unit 7 © 1997 PhotoDisc,
Inc.
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FOREWORD TO THE FIRST CHARIS PUBLICATIONS
BY PROFESSOR SIR STEWART SUTHERLAND

The OFSTED discussion paper of February 1994, in which I took a particular interest, Spiritual, Moral,
Social and Cultural Development, pointed out that the development of pupils in these areas, could not be
restricted to one or two periods per week and related school assemblies. The focus in question is rather
a whole school and whole curriculum activity.

Schools declare and commend values under all four of these headings in a whole variety of ways - as
much by what schools do as by what they teach in formal context. Equally however, there is hardly an
area of the curriculum which does not, both explicitly as well as implicitly, raise questions of
fundamental beliefs and values. It is this latter aspect of spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development which is the concern of The Charis Project. The Stapleford Centre is to be commended
for its contribution to both the debate and to classroom activity.

The Charis Project materials have the great merit of raising specific questions of beliefs and values
which arise out of particular cases of subject content. This is by no means as easy as some would
imply, nor would we expect the specific examples given to be uncontentious. The most important
contribution of this material is to show that questions of beliefs and values do arise across the
curriculum, and that to ignore that is to diminish the impact and the potential of education. There may
well be differences of opinion about precisely which questions will most stimulate young minds, and
which potential answers most approach adequate answers. The challenge is to enter the debate and to
do so in a way that is most likely to promote spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils
of diverse ages and diverse backgrounds.

Stewart Sutherland
Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Edinburgh

and formerly Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector for Schools
May 1996
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INTRODUCTION: THE CHARIS PROJECT

Teaching in the schools of the nineties

Teaching in our schools today is rather different from in previous decades. Teachers, pupils, communities and
society have changed and developed, and technology has made a huge impact.

We talk of accountability and appraisal, SAT’s scores and measurable outcomes, league tables and competition
between schools. Somewhere, the pupil as a whole person is in danger of getting lost beneath the demands of
all these outside constraints.

At the same time, the wider concerns are still there - both for legislators and for teachers. The 1988 Education
Reform Act in England and Wales required schools to “promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and
physical development of pupils”. This was further formalised by the Education (Schools) Act 1992, which saw
the birth of OFSTED (the Office for Standards in Education), and of regular schools’ inspections. Amongst
other things, Registered Inspectors have to report on “the spititual, moral, social and cultural development of
pupils”. These are not new considerations, they have always been there, but teachers are now giving more
thought to this more fundamental dimension of education - the personal development of their pupils.

The development of the whole person

This renewed emphasis has spawned a mass of literature, seminars, consultations and conferences. A whole new
language began to appear with much talk of the “four adjectives” or of “SMSC” (spiritual, moral, social and
cultural). If that suggests that the person consists of four separate and unrelated ‘bits’, more recent talk of
‘personal development” has re-affirmed the wholeness of the petrson.

The development of the whole person is cleatly a whole school issue. It cannot be restricted to RE and
assemblies and so become the responsibility only of those involved in these aspects of school life, of central
importance though they may be. Also important to petsonal development, taking place as it does through
personal relationships, especially those between teacher and pupil, is the ethos of the school. This pervades all
aspects of the life of the school - in the classroom, in the playground, in the assembly-hall or at the bus queue.
The QCA (Qualifications and Curticulum Authority) Forum on Values in Education and the Community (1997)
has emphasised the importance of considering values in all subjects of the curriculum. The QCA’s school pilot
guidance materials will conttibute to the revision of the National Cutticulum for the year 2000. It is envisaged
that consideration of values should then be given much greater prominence in classroom teaching.

Promoting personal development throughout the curriculum

The OFSTED discussion papet Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (February 1994) claims that the
promotion of spiritual and moral development in all schools should be a whole-curriculum matter. It goes on to
say that “to move to such a place where subjects see themselves in this way might seem to tequire a sea-change
in attitudes and approaches, but certainly the potential is there”.

The school, and here this means all teachers in every subject across the cutrriculum, is encouraged to create
opportunities which:

B provide pupils with knowledge and insight into values and beliefs;

B cnable them to reflect on and develop their own beliefs and values, aspects of life and expetiences so that
they develop spititual awatreness and self knowledge;

encourage pupils to consider life’s fundamental questions, and telate religious teaching to those questions;
encourage pupils to explore meaning and purpose, values and beliefs;

teach the principles which help pupils to make moral decisions and to distinguish right from wrong;
foster values such as honesty, fairness, respect for truth, justice and property;

encourage pupils to express moral values across issues affecting their school community;

encourage pupils to tespect othet people and relate to them positively;

encourage pupils to take responsibility, exercise initiative, patticipate in community and develop an
understanding of citizenship;
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